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MONDAY, January 5th, at 3 p.m.— 
i. Admission 1s, ; Free to Members only. 
EuD Lecture  .. .. .. ... Mr. W. J. COLVILLE. 
, ‘The Rosierucians and other Mystic Confraternities— Their Work 
and Influence.’ 


WEDNESDAY, January 7th, at 3 p.m.— 

"E Admission 1s. ; Free to Members only. 

„Publio Lecture Aue e se, MR: W.J, COLVILLE, 

‘Spiritual and Practical Uses and Values of Names, Numbers 
and Colours.’ 


—— Mrs. W. P. BROWNE, H. Broen STEELE, 
THURSDAY, January 8th, at 5 pm.— Mrs. D. FINLAY, W. Kenserr STYLES. 
" E Members and Associates only. Free. Mrs, C. LuckING. - F. W. TuvnsTAN, M.A, 
Psychic Class ... — ... .. Mm. Roperr Kiva, ANGUS MCARTRUR. J. A, WILKINS. 


W. R. Moonzs, 

This Alliance has been formed for the purpose of affording informa- 
tion to persons interested in Psychical or Spiritualistic Phenomens, by 
means of lectures and meetings for inquiry and psychical research. 

Social Gatherings are also held from time to time. Two tickets 
of admission to the lectures held in the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, are sent to every Mem 
and one to every Associate. Members are admitted free to the Tues- 
day afternoon seances for illustrations of clairvoyance, and both Mem- 
bers and Associates are admitted free to the Friday afternoon meetings 
for ‘Talks with a Spirit Control.’ 

Rooms are occupied at the above address, where Members and 
Associates can meet and attend seances for the study of psychic phe- 
nomena, and classes for psychical self-culture, free an otherwise, notice 
of which is given from time to time in ‘Licnt,’ and where they can 
read the special journals and use the library of works on Psychical and 
Occult Science. The reading-room is oe daily to Members and Asso. 
ciates from 10 to 6 (Saturdays excepted). 

A Circulating Library, consisting of two thousand five hundred works 
devoted to all phases of Spiritual and Psychical Research, Science, and 
Philosophy, is at the disposal of all Members and Associates of the 
Alliance. Members are entitled to three books at a time, Associates 
one. Members who reside outside the London postal area can have 
books sent to them free of charge, but must return them carriage paid, 
A complete catalogue can be obtained, post free, for 1s., on appli- 
cation to Mr. B. D. Godfrey, Librarian. 

The subscription of Members is fixed at a minimum rate of one 
guinea, and of Associates at half-a-guinea, per aunum. Inquirers 
wishing to obtain books from the Library without joining the Alliance 
may do so at the same rates of subscription. 

Information will be gladly afforded by the Secretary, at the Rooms, 
110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C. 

*.* Subscriptions should be made payable to the Hon. Treasurer, 
Henry Withall, and are due in advance on January Ist in each year, 


Notices of all meetings will appear regularly in ‘Light.’ 
E. W. Warris, Hon. Secretary. 
Henry WirHALL, Hon. Treasurer, 


Address, 
RSDAY, January 8tb, at 7.30 p.m.— 
Admission 1s. Members and Associates Free by ticket. 
dress at Suffolk-street ... Tue REV. ARTHUR CHAMbERS, 
me of my Ministerial Experiences as to what Spiritualism 
has done to Brighten Human Life.’ 


FRIDAY. Jan ary 9th, at 4 p.m.— 
1 Admission 1s.;. Members and Associates, Free 
| Talks with a Spirit Control - « Mrs. M. H. WALLIS. 


MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, and FRIDAYS only, lla.m. to 


a 2 p.m.—(by appointment). 
Diagnosis of De by Spirit Control, and Magnetic 
ealing, By Mr. Peroy KR. STREET. 


| Members’ and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1914 
| ARE NOW DUE. 
| 
| 


An id should be forwarded, payable to 
PY Henry WiTHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


Subseription to December 31st, 1914. 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea. 


i For further particulars see p. 2. 
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ILIGHT' AND THE LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 
We beg to remind the Subscribers to ' Light,' and the 
| Members and Associates of the London Spiritualist 
| Alliance, Ltd., who have not already renewed 
| their Subscriptions for 1914, which are pavable in 
| advance, that they should forward remittances at 
| "once to Mr. F. W. South, 110, St. Martin's-lane, 
| London, W.C. Their kind attention to this matter 
will save much trouble and expense in sending 
| out accounts, booking, postage, &c. 


| THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
i 15b, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


inday morning nexb, at 11 ^ o. MR. G. R. SYMONS. 
reas, 


THE CATALOGUE OF THE LIBRARY 


OF THE 
London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd. 
TWO THOUSAND, FIVE HUNDRED VOLUMES. 
Price 1s. post free from Librarian, 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, 
110, Sr. Martin's LANE, LoNpoN, W.C. 


nday evening next, at7 .. .. «. MR. E. W. BEARD. 
EC "Trance Address, 
, January Sth, at 7.45 ^ MRS. MARY GORDON. 


‘closed 10 minutes after commencement of each service. 


IZABETH CENTRE OF LIGHT AND 
TRUTH, 22a, Gosfield Street, W. 
R of Gt. Portland St., between Oxford Circus and 
Portland Rd. Station.) 
4th, commences at 11.10 a.m. and Service at 7 prompt. 


ti d b 
UGH SMITH on 2 The Missage of the New Year." 
8 p.m, Lectures or Helpful Readings by 


; Mn PFaincrovan Sura. 
lver collection at all meetings to defray expenses. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 
THE ARTS CENTRE, 98, Mortimer St., Langham Place, W, 
(close to Oxford Circus). Large Hall on Ground Floor, 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, at Seven o'clock, 
MR. W. E. LONG, Trance Address. 
January 11th, Mr. Perey R. Street, Trance Address, 


Doors open at 6.30. Inquirers cordially invited. Admission Free. 
IDE NS LAMIEN after 7-10 pi 
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THE COMPANY OF HEAVEN 


A Year's daily readings in Prose and 

Poetry on the Ministry of the Unseen. 
‘It ought to help many to discover the wonderful unity of belief 
underlying our own terrible divisions, for here are words from many, 
many men and women only united by the bond of faithinthe Unseen.' 


—Guardian. 
3 New Edition. 11th and 1?th Thousands, 
With an Autotype Frontispiece. Blue cloth and silver edges ; white 
cloth and green edges. 
2s. 6d. net. Postage 4d. 
LONGMANS, GREEN & Co.,39, Paternoster Row,London, E.C. 
and all Booksellers. 


Now Ready. Cloth, 461 pp. By post, 5s. 4d. net. (Colonies 
. and Foreign Countries, 5s, 8d, ; U.S.A., idol. 40c.) 


THE VOICES 
A SEQUEL TO 
Glimpses of the Next State. 
Being a Collection of Abridged Accounts 
of Sittings for the Direct Voice in 1912 1913. 


BY 
VICE-ADMIRAL W. USBORNE MOORE. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


‘SPIRITUALISM’ 


A Puirosoruv or Lire. 
By W. H. EVANS. 


on: The Ever-Present God, Good and Evil, The 
* Me' and the ‘Not Me,’ Mediumship, The Spirit World, 
What is Man, Soul Measuring, The Gatewa io lite Flaca, 
The Spiritual Aspects of Determinism, Some Objections 
The Religion of Spiritualism. 
CLOTH, 76 PACES, is. 2d. NET POST FREE. 
To Societies, 13 copies post free for 9/7. 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


ACROSS THE BARRIER. 


A Record of True Psychic Experiences. 
By H. A. DALLAS. 
With an additional chapter by H. B MARRIOTT WATSON. 
Cloth, 212 pages, 3/10 net post free. 


OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT.’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE. W,C. 


MR. PERCY R. STREET 
(Superintendent of the Old Rectory Home of Rest) has taken 
RESTHOLM, READING, 

to Resident Patients for Rest Cure under his 
boum -7- cas oth bestest. "Tum on icati 
PERCY R. STREET, Frances Cottage, Caversbam, Reading. 


` A LIFE OF W. T. STEAD. 


MY FATHER. 
Personal and Spiritual Reminiscences. 
By ESTELLE W. STEAD. 
Cloth, 351 pages, 19 illustrations, 10s. 6d. net, post free. 
To order from— 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


OAHSPE. A remarkable and unique new revelation of 


hitherto unknown facts relating to Seen 
and Unseen Worlds, contained in a book of 900 pages, with most extra- 
ordinary and interesting illustrations 
Post Free, in Rexine Limp Covers (prepaid), 2s.—S0c. 
OAHSPE HOME, 'Pa»xrmLD, Haxrros Wick, Minpu™., Exo. 
* Doctrine’ lid.—óc. Selections in larger print: Right and 
Wer Matters Kitedom on 6d.—15c E. eium 
maan päällä, la.—1m. p F rike po jarden 1s.—1kr 


(Yloucester House, 16-18, Gordon-st., Gordon- 
trom Hoan ee (close to =, A Home 


Weakly Tees, T ee Oe i 
Business erms; TARIFF )—Single 
Bedroom and Breakfast, da. ; Double Bedroom and Dreakísst, Je. 6d.: 
Dinner, 1s. 6d. : also vegetarian table. - Miss Cornwell 

wben in London should stay at 
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AFTER DEATH. 


A PERSONAL NARRATIVE 
Being a New and Cheaper Edition of 


LETTERS FROM JULIA. 
Given by Automatio Writing through W. T. STEAD. 


This book has been as light from beyond the grave to many bereaved 

rsons, bringing hope and consolation to those who would otherwise 

E» continued to dwell in the shadow of the great darkness of the 
valley of death. 


Contents : To Her Friend— Crossing the Bar, The Sur- 
rises of the New Life, On the Bliss of Heaven, On Mourn- 
ing for the Dead, The Law of Spiritual Growth— To the 


Writer after the Border has been Crossed, Life on the Other 
Side, How to Widen the Chinks, The Use and Abuse of 
Spirit Communications, The in Door to the Open Secret, 
On Losing and Finding of the Soul, Parting Words, On 
Life Here and Hereafter, Appendix, Notes on the Open 
Door to the Open Secret, Index, The Companions of the 
Rosary. 188 pages. 


Price is. 2d. post frec. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


THE BOOMERANG. 


By E. Katharine Bates. 


This is a psychic novel which illustrates the great truth that ' God 
is not mocked ; as a Man Sows so shall he also reap. Although Miss 
Bates further into the psychical domain than she has 


penetrates 
hitherto done in her published books, there is no falling off in the sane 
and level-headed quality of her work. : 
The ‘Times’ in an early notice of the ‘ Boomerang’ observes that it 
may ‘attract those who, like the author of this and many other books, 
are keenly interested in the occult. But some, too, may be drawn to 


it by the fact that one of the characters presents an enthusiastically 
limned portrait, veiled only by another name, of the late Mr. Stead.’ 


Cloth, 360 pages, 4s. 10d. post free. 
OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C 


HAS W. T. STEAD 
RETURNED ? 


A Symposium. 
Edited by JAMES COATES, Ph.D., F.A.S. 


This work deals with the Return—Spirit Manifestations—of the late 
Mr. W. T. Stead. The question is answered in this Symposium, con- 
taining a moiety of the evidences obtained and concentraied on the 
survival of that outstanding personality. Here we have the 
extraordinary statements of sober-minded, cultured men and women, 
who were either personal friends or otherwise intimately acquainted, in 
life, with Mr. Stead, The writers, being those best qualified to speak, 
declare in no nebulous fashion that they bave 

Srey, HEARD, AND CoNvERSED WITH Mn. W. T. STEAD, 
subsequently to the ‘Titanic’ disaster—in his old home, Cambridge 
House, Wimbledon, London ; Rothesay, Scotland, and elsewhere. Miss 
Estelle Stead, who writes the Preface, contributes her striking testimony. 
Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, R.N., who has occupied several im- 
portant positions in connection with research work, demanding kees 
Observation, scientific skill and accuracy in observation and records ; Sir 
Alfred Turner, K C B., late Inspector-General to the Auxiliary Forces at 
the War Office, Lady Archibald Campbell, Miss Felicia R, Scatcherd, who 
was most in touch with Mr. Stead’s political life and aims; Miss Edith 
K Harper, Mr. Stead’s E secretary, and many others. Mrs. Anne 
Bright, late Editor of * The Har»inger of Light, Melbourne, contributes 
two messages, of several by Mr. Stead, entitled,‘ What Life in the Spirit 
World Really Is.’ In addition to tbe foregoing are given the well. 
attested evidences relating to Mr. W. T. Stead's Etherealisations— 
Appearances—and characteristic messages delivered in Glenbeg House, 
Rothesay Scotland. 


The Work is illustrated with several portraits and spirit-pro- 
duced pictures, with Mr. Stead’s portrait selected by Miss Stead 
for Frontispiece. 


Cloth, 202 pages, 2/IO nett, post free. 


Orrice or ' Licut,’ 110, Sr. MagrIN's Lane, W.C. 


DO THE DEAD DEPART? 


And Other Questions. 
By E. KATHARINE BATES. 


Guardianship in America, Curious Illustration of Spirit Methods 
Biblical Inciden Clairaodience, Buadwention. Auto 
matic Writing, ow Depart, G 
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Paper Covers, 284 pages, 1/4 net post free. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


The Note for the New Year is ‘Forward.’ We cannot 
still. Our opponents will not let us rest or rust, and 
Since 1848 Spiritualism has been the Ishmael 

ld—every man's hand has been against it, 
has been uplifted and has struck 
for every man. Through mediums and 

I Spiritualists generally the spirit world has 


1 of their forerunners of old, ' Peace on earth and 
1 n. And though the materialist, the 
1 e " the sensualist unite to oppose 
the efforts of the ‘witnessing spirits ' to break through the 
barriers of man's indifference, pride, conceit, prejudice, and 
folly, and demonstrate the reality of the aíter-death life, 
È truth will go marching on. Let Truth and Error 
in open encounter, and we know which will win. 
Burns puts it 
’ Facts are chiels wha winna ding, 

And daurna be disputit. 
‘Even now, the evidence has become so abundant, and has 
n given by 80 many trained thinkers, capable observers, 
inquirers, and thoughtful, honourable students 
.—both men and women—that, if testimony can prove any- 
thing, the facts of human survival and of intercourse 
between the two divisions of the great family of God are 
established beyond all reasonable dispute. But in this 
‘matter testimony i is not sufficient—each one desires proof 
for himself. Hence we must continue to co-operate with the 
on the other side with a view to improving the 
of communication, so that closer, clearer, and 
faller intercourse may be established, and convincing 
of the real presence and identity of the departed be 
i and scepticism be rendered impos- 


us to hope, and to work with enthusiasm, 
— da in the near future. 


that we have not before had 


After some appreciative references to, LIGHT, our 


time. 
correspondent writes :— 

I may say that before I became interested in Spiritualism I 
was a convinced materialist . . . and it is such articles as the 
one enclosed, and others by leading authorities in science and 
psychology who stretch the telepathic and subliminal hypotheses 
to account for most of your Spiritualistic phenomena that make 
one so uncertain which track is the true one to follow. 

Our friend tells us he is rather inexperienced in these 
matters; otherwise he would know that the admission of 
the telepathic and subliminal theories is in itself a great 
concession on the part of the authorities to whom he 
refers. Time was when such ideas would have been 
scornfully rejected. Now they are seized upon as a 
method of staving off the larger admission which sooner 
or later will have to be made. It is only ' putting off the 
evil day '—which, after all, is really a good day. 


If our correspondent will turn to ' LiGHT' of October 
llth last (p. 182), he will see that we made a quotation 
from Dr. Hyslop's article in ‘The Quest’ dealing with this 
question of telepathy, and referred to the tendency of some 
scientific observers to admit one form of the supernormal 
in their anxiety to discredit another, which, indeed, was 
part of Dr. Hyslop's argument. As a witty writer once 
remarked, 'a principle is like a bubble, you can't have part 
of it,’ and you cannot admit the supernormal and at the 
same time deny it. Only those who have made a deep 
study of telepathy—the Right Hon. G. W. Balfour, for 
example, who wrote an illuminating article on the subject 
in the ‘Hibbert Journal’ some time ago—can apprehend 
its tremendous significance. The man who dismisses the 
idea of spirit intercourse as a mere question of telepathy 
makes an admission the importance of which he little 
realises. We have long held that the recognition of a soul 
is tremendously advanced by a study of the soul in the 
flesh—the ‘latent man, as an old Spiritualist pithily 
expressed it. In studying telepathy we are studying one 
of the powers of the spirit, as expressed in the flesh, 
and if our correspondent follows that track he will not go 
far wrong, for it will lead him to our position, and not, as 
he seems to suggest, away from it. 


The series of articles on ‘Practical Psychology,’ by 
Edward B. Warman, M.A., which have been appearing in 
"The Nautilus,’ impresses us as being really practical and 
valuable—the testimony of experience. In the November 
issue Mr. Warman deals with Magnetism in its Personal, 
Mental, and Spiritual expressions. Personal magnetism, he 
rightly observes, works along the three channels of expres- 
sion. It may concentrate itself on the physical side, and 
attract by means of bodily graces, or on the mental plane 
by intellectual] knowledge and poise and power of mind. 
Naturally, the spiritual is its highest form of expression, 
for here it relates to all that is bighest in man's nature. In 
the ideal man the magnetic quality is expressed through 
all tbree channels, But ideal characters are rare, and it is 
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our experience that much of physical and mental charm— 
for that is what ‘magnetism’ amounts to—is often shown 
by persons of very imperfectly developed moral natures. 
History tells us of those who wielded something like fasci- 
nation over their fellows, but with motives quite base and 
selfish. They lacked the magnetism of the spirit which 
even without the aid of physical and mental attractions 
can achieve wonders. United with them its powers are 
irresistible. 


Some time ago we referred to the knowledge and 
guidance acquired by the spirit during the hours of sleep. 
A study of Mr. Ralph Waldo Trine’s latest work, ‘The 
New Alinement of Life,’ sent us back, by a natural 
association, to his earlier book, ‘In Tune with the Infinite,’ 
on p. 129 of which we lighted on the following passage :— 

Visions and inspirations of the highest order will come in 
the degree that we make for them the right conditions. One 
who has studied deeply into the subject in hand has said: ‘To 
receive education spiritually while the body is resting in sleep is 
a perfectly normal and orderly experience, and would occur 
definitely and satisfactorily in the lives of all of us, if we paid 
more attention to internal and consequently less to external 
states with their supposed but unreal necessities. . . Our 
thoughts make us what we are here and hereafter, and our 
thoughts are often busier by night than by day, for when we 
are asleep to the exterior we can be wide awake to the interior 
world, and the unseen world is a substantial place, the conditions 
of which are entirely regulated by mental and moral 
attainments,’ 

Here is a fertile field of study and activity for those who 
are drawn towards spiritual science in its higher aspects. 


We find this theme of inspiration received in sleep 
illustrated in a poem by Emily Bronté. (It was pleasant, 
by the way, to receive the appreciative comments of 
readers when we printed a few weeks ago some stanzas 
from her wonderful ‘Last Lines’). In this poem, entitled 
‘The Prisoner,’ she wrote :— 

Still let my tyrants know I am not doomed to wear 

Year after year in gloom and absolute despair ; 

A messenger of Hope comes every night to me, 

And offers for short life eternal liberty. 

He comes with Western winds, with evening’s wandering airs, 
With that clear dusk of heaven that brings the thickest stars ; 
Winds take a pensive tone, and stars a tender fire, 

And visions rise and change that kill me with desire. 

Then dawns the Invisible, the Unseen its truth reveals ; 
My outward sense has gone, my inward essence feels ; 
Its wings are almost free, its home, its harbour found ; 
Measuring the gulf, it stoops, and dares the final bound. 


So the grey and troubled life of the poetess gained the 
golden recompense that comes to every soul receptive 
to the influences of the higher world, although condemned 
for a time to battle with the discords of this one. 


The subject, however, has a practical as well as an 
idealistic side. We would like to think that all our readers 
possess a copy of ‘The Life and Experiences of Edmund 
Dawson Rogers’ (published at this office at 1s. net); but 
for the benofit of those who have not read it we may refer 
to Mr. Rogers’ remarks on the communion of friends, 
during their rest hours, on the spiritual plane (pp. 30 and 
31), in the course of which he gives a striking example of 
an unexpected invitation, and a visit of several weeks' 
duration paid by Mrs. Everitt to his family—who at that 
time were comparative strangors to her, all the prelimi- 
narios having been arranged by the parties themselves ‘on 
the other sido,’ No doubt many of those readers who have 
become familiar with the resources of the inner life 
(which, so vague and dim, as a rule, occasionally gives us 

shining evidences of ita presence) could tell some remark» 
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able stories of the same kind. To the experiences of th 
sleep state are probably attributable, as Mr. Rogers hin. 
self remarks :— 


the strange and unaccountable impulses and inspiration 
that come upon us in our daily life, bearing with them the sam 
air of spontaneity with which a subject performs an act that 
had been impressed upon him during his hypnotic sleep. 


SPIRITUAL PRAYERS. 
(From many Shrines.) 


Gracious and Loving Father, Who art the ever-abiding 
Life and Light of the universe, we lift up our faces to 
welcome the inshining of Thy Spirit. We thank Thee for 
all the blessings which we so continually receive from 
Thee. The knowledge of Thy unfailing Love inspires u 
with confidence, and in this New Year of grace we look 
forward with hope and trust. In Thy bountiful providence 
Thou hast provided for our every need, and we realise that 
we are being borne along by the great Life-Tide which 
flows all the way to Thy Haven, and is the expression of 
Thy Wisdom and Thy Will. We would put aside our 
fears, our despondency, our consciousness of past failures, 
and with renewed Love and Trust, knowing that Thou art 
more ready to give than we are to receive, we pray that 
Thou wilt inspire us to wiser and nobler living and bless 
us ever with Thy sustaining Love. Amen. ] 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meeting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance will 
be held in the SALON or THE Royat SocrerY or BRITISH 
Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the National 
Gallery), on 

THURSDAY EVENING NEXT, JANUARY 8rH, 


Wen AN ADDRESS WILL BE GIVEN BY THE 
REV. ARTHUR CHAMBERS 


ON 
‘SOME OF MY MINISTERIAL EXPERIENCES AS 
TO WHAT SPIRITUALISM HAS DONE TO 
BRIGHTEN HUMAN LIFE.’ 


The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 


Admission by ticket only. Two tickets are sent to each 
Member, and one to each Associate. Other friends desiring 
to attend can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. E. W. Wallis, 
Hon. Secretary, 110, St. Martin's-lane, W.C , accompanying the 
application by a remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


Meetings will also be held on the following Thursday 
evenings :— 
Jan. 22—Miss Edith Ward on ' Paracelsus—a Pioneer Occultist.’ 
Feb. 5—Mr. George L. Ranking, B.A. (Cantab.), M.R.C.S, 
L.R.C.P. (Lond.), on ‘Practical Issues of Spiritualism.’ 
Feb. 19—Mr. Percy R. Street on ‘Colour Therapy, its Practical 
Application.’ 
March 5—Social Meeting at the Arts Centre, 93, Mortimer. 
street, Langham-place, W. 
March 19—' L. V. H. Witley' on ‘Jeanne d'Arc: Her Visions 
and Voices.' 
April 2—Mr. Ralph Shirley (editor of ‘The Occult Review’) 
on 'The Time of Day, Retrospect and Prospect.' 
April 23—Mr. W. B. Yeats on ‘Ghosts and Dreams.’ 
May 7—Mr. Reginald B. Span on ' My Psychical Experiences.’ 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
For tae STUDY or PsyvonicAL PHENOMENA. 
CraAIRvOYANOE.—On Tuesday, January 13th, Mr. J. J. 
Vango will give clairvoyant descriptions at 3 p.m, and- 
no one will be admitted after that hour. Fee, 1s. each to Asso- 
ciates ; Members free ; for friends introduced by them, 2s. each. 
Psyoutc CrAss.—On Thursday next, January 8th, an address 
will be given by Mr. Robert King on ' Body, Soul and Spirit.’ 
FRIENDLY INTERCOURSE. — Members and Associates are | 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on Friday 
afternoons, from 3 to 4, and to introduce friends interested 
in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, the exchange of 
and mutual helpfulness, l 


i 


Jnuary 3, 1914.] 


| TALKS WITH A Spirtr CowTROL.—On Friday nest, January 
| 9th, at 4 p.m., Mrs. M. H. Wallis, under spirit control, will reply 

to questions from the audience relating to life here and on 'the 
other side,’ mediumship, and the phenomena and philosophy of 
Spiritualism generally. Admission, 1s. ; Members and Associates 
free. MxMBERS have the privilege of introducing one friend to 
this meeting without payment. Visitors should be prepared 
with written inquiries of general interest to submit to the control. 
Students and inquirers alike will find these meetings especially 
useful in helping them to solve perplexing problems and to 
- realise the actuality of spirit personality. 

Spirit HEALING. —Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, Mr. 
Percy R. Street, the healing medium, will attend at the rooms 
Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C., 
n and 2 p.m., for diagnosis by a spirit control and 
af Application should be made to the Secretary. 


i 
i 


! SERIES OF LECTURES BY W. J. COLVILLE. 


ry lectures by Mr. W. J. Colville delivered at 
ondon Spiritualist Alliance, 110, St. Martin's- 


on the following dates :— 


eir Work zm Influence.’ 

y 7— Spiritual and Practical Uses and 
mes, Nam bers, and Colours.’ 

D Yoga Oriental Methods of Psychic 
nm po Adaptability to the Western World.’ 
January 14—'Thought Forms (Mentoids)—How 
m nd | Projected. t 

y 19—‘ Astrology Impartially Considered —Do 
eom Us, or Do We Create our own 


thought may give us infinite comfort concerning those 
mightily need a change. Most men are badly handi- 
their conditions on earth. Between heredity and 
nent there is a poor chance for most of us, but what 
miracles changed conditions work upon weak and 
characters! Nay, even those whom we call, dis- 
and essentially, the bad, change under new condi- 
der wiser and truer treatment. The kindergarten 
waif of the street. The reformatory makes over 


GS ' great nineteenth century prisons, is accom- 
me moral miracle of life—turning Sinners into 
nto men of character. 
he miraculous effects of such a change of con- 
possible in passing from earth into the life 
rial conditions, which now make so mightily 
y from the soul. The temptation that here 
at every hand slips into the background. 
Ipfulness, in the increasing development 
, make the reforms of earth seem child’s 


those who have grown luminous in the 
ar lasise man's work for his fellows. 
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THE SUNNIER SIDE. 


To some—our fortunate seasoned believers—brother 
Paul’s soaring profession, ‘ We walk by faith, not by sight,’ 
may not appear like setting the tune too high ; but, to the 
majority, who jog along as best they may upon a road 
with frequent disappointments and many spiritual ‘ups 
and downs, Paul's flight only provokes a sigh. The road 
is long; the turnings to right and left are many, the 
places of stumbling treacherous, and sight is very precious, 
and very necessary too: and to walk by faith would be to 
court disaster. 

But the great profession refers to spiritual things—to 
things that sight cannot test ; and here it is evident that 
faith is our mainstay, though sight may help. Faith, how- 
ever, is very much a matter of temperament. Some 
natures seem to take to it as readily as others rely upon a 
scientific or mathematical demonstration. Romance is 
native to them. Imagination almost takes the place of 
intellect. In dreamland they more than half live and move 
and have their being. If the spirit-world were not real, 
they would have to invent it. But these are not the 
majority. The main body of the sons of men go by sight ; 
and the five senses are the only gates and windows through 
which ‘ realities’ can come in to them. They listen with a 
smile to Paul’s ecstatic cry. They side with Thomas. At 
the best, they say, ‘Lord, I believe: help thou my un- 
beli: f? Nor are they without excuse. The things that 
are seen are urgent : they press upon them: they demand 
instant and constant attention ; and the senses, narrowly 
adequate, want constant education, and insist on constant 
employment. What wonder that they evade, ignore, or 
hesitate to believe in the intangible and unseen things! 

Another hider of the unseen things is the monotony 

of life; and monotony on such a low level. For the vast 
majority, what a poor, unromantic, unspiritual, monotony 
life is !—how little in it to suggest the tremendous interests 
and glorious emancipations of spirit-life !—how little in it 
to help the inward vision and the far-reaching hope! For 
millions, life is a journey backward and forw: ard from bed 
to shop or office or mill : for multitudes of women it is little 
more m a journey from the fireplace to the sink. Good 
Heavens! what wonder that the eyes are too dazed to see, 
and that the imagination is too dull to soar ! 

And yet the poorest and most humdrum life supplies a 
sufficient stage for the growth of a thoughtful mind and a 
patient spirit: and where there are a thoughtful mind and 
a patient spirit there must be longings, upsoarings, 
dreams: and, as a matter of fact, strange to say, itis 
actually into these humdrum lives that ‘light from the 
Unseen streams, as though there were inward capacities 
that could not be satisfied with the bare and poor 
monotony, and that naturally soared to meet halfway the 
mystic things of the spirit. But others are not so 
fortunate. They feel no longings, though they may have 
thoughts; and sight is enough for them, though they 
would have faith too if they could. As helps to faith, 
then, we would suggest to these the following thoughts. 

It is certain that the seen and known are manifestly 
incomplete. This is evident from the fact that even.the 
‘certainties ' of Science are constantly undergoing revision. 
And not only ‘revision,’ but reversal, In truth, with all 
our conceit of modern Science, it is evident that our know- 
ledge of the great whole is similar to what the knowledge 
of a prisoner would be who had never seen the sunshine 
and the sky in the open, but only from between five prison 
bars, comparable with our five tiny senses. A great 

French writer said truly, ‘He who thinks we have dis- 
covered everything is in profound error. That is to 


take the horizon for the limits of the earth? How fine! 
ln E 
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and how true! We know no limits anywhere ; but we do 
know enough to make any glorious dream a possibility. 

It is an inevitable inference that the human intellect 
and human power are not the highest in the Universe. 
In a thousand ways this inference is indeed ‘inevitable.’ 
Everywhere—even in the mystery of a blade of grass, in 
the glory of a butterfly's wing, in the secret of the genesis 
and exodus of the lightest thought—there is room for 
something equivalent to ‘God,’ aye! and for orders of beings, 
sphere after sphere above us. Here again there are no 
limits. A moment's serious reflection will show anyone 
the gross absurdity of the hypothesis that man's intellect 
and power are the highest in the Universe, for man him- 
self is but the product for the moment of vast processes 
which he is utterly unable to understand, much less control. 

Still further; it is clear that the tendency is, on the 


Whole, for progress and happiness. It is true that life is 


touched everywhere with the melancholy of seeming waste 
and apparent misery; and this will probably never be 
explained while we are here: but the tendency is what we 


. have to consider; and the tendency, as the very word 


‘Evolution ’ suggests, is undoubtedly towards progress and 
happiness ; every higher stage of the progress bringing 
with it the secret of higher degrees of happiness. 

Then, to close all up, it is reasonable to believe that the 
future and the unseen will complete and compensate for 
all. This is high-water-mark in relation to religion :— 

That nothing walks with aimless feet, 
That not one life shall be destroyed, 


Or cast as rubbish to the void, 
When God hath made the pile complete. 


‘Wherefore,’ as Tennyson again says, ‘be thou wise’ 


and 
Cleave ever to the sunnier side of doubt. 


Ah, yes! there salvation lies—on ‘the sunnier side’ 


A TRIBUTE TO MR. STEAD. 


In 'The Fraternal and Remembrancer’ for December, the 
organ of the Baptist Ministers’ Fraternal Union, a glowing 


' tribute is paid to Mr. W. T. Stead by ‘Philadelphos’ (better 


known to the readers of ‘Licat’ as L. V. H. Witley). After 
quoting Dr. John Hunter's saying that: 'The hope that the 
dead do, indeed, come back, lies near and dear to the hearts 
of thousands who never venture to give it utterance,’ ' Phila- 
delphos' says :— 

W. T. Stead was one of the many who ' venture to give 
utterance,’ not indeed to a hope, but to an invincible belief, 


' based upon personal experience, that 'the dead do, indeed, 
come back.' 


» 


There comes a point to many when the things experienced 
and the facts realised make it more difficult, more unscientific, 
not to believe than to believe in the reality of spiritual com- 
munion with, and ministry from, the unseen world. Mr. Stead’s 
‘Life’ should be read by all who are interested—ond every 
minister of the Gospel ought to be interested —in this poignant 
human problem—if, indeed, it be permissible to regard it any 
longer as a problem. It has been my privilege, not only to 
meet and to hear the story of a lady who was saved from the 
‘Titanic,’ but I have reason to feel indebted to Mr. Stead for 
personal kindness rendered and encouragement given ; and while 
my experience in relation to psychical research is infinitesimal 
as compared with that of Mr. Stead, it is but right to say that 
some wonderful experiences have been granted to me as to 
contact with, and spiritual ministry from, ‘the other world '— 
experiences so realistic and convincing that the bearing of 
testimony to the reality of the spirit world, and the possibility 
of conscious ministry therefrom, is not only the path of duty, 
but the path of delight. W. T. Stead well spoke of the life 
beyond as ‘the land of realities,’ and some words of his, written 
a number of years before he passed into that realm, come to us 
now with new power and pathos: ‘The more we know of the 
mysterious realm that surrounds us the less ready are we to 

So marvellous are the things we know to be true, 
so utterly at variance are they with everything that is ordinarily 
as true by the ordinary world, that there is hardly 

that can be regarded as antecedently impossible.’ 
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WHY BE AFRAID? 


By J. M. PEEBLES, M.D. 


Are Britons and Americans justified in using the phny 
‘Free thought, free speech, and a free Press’? During w 
recent visit to England I was honoured by receiving calls frm 
seven preachers, representing various denominations. They hy 
all witnessed spiritual phenomena and read much of Spirituali 
literature, but only two said squarely, ‘I am a Spiritualist,’ a 
preach it without equivocation. Why? Since Spiritualism ist 
direct antithesis of materialism, and since the Christianity of th 
Christ and true Spiritualism are religious synonyms—one Qj 
one humanity, and one destiny—I ask, Why ? 

Lecturing in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1856, I chanced) 
hear that the noted Episcopal Bishop Clark of that city hi 
attended some of the D. D. Home séances and was a Spiritualis 
A note sent to him gained me permission to call on him. Okt 
conversation was both fraternal and interesting. He was) 
firm believer in present-day spiritual manifestations. Later b 
admitted this to Robert Dale Owen. When I was leaving li 
residence, however, he begged me not to mention his belief i 
spirit phenomena. Why? 

On one of my visits to Italy I gave myself the pleasure i 
calling upon Baron Kirkup, of Florence. While in the drawin 
room of this courtly gentleman, looking at the cards upon th 
table, I observed one with the name of Henry W. Longfello 
This turned our conversation directly upon Spiritualism, duriy 
which I surprised the Baron by saying that I was not aware thi 
the poet Longfellow was a Spiritualist. True, I had read fro 
his pen that, 

All houses wherein men have lived and died 
Are haunted houses, 


that— 
There are more guests at table than the hosts 
Invited ; 
that— 
The spirit world around this world of sense 
Floats like an atmosphere, 
and that— 


There is no Death! What seems so is transition ; 
This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 
Whose portal we call Death, 
but I had supposed these beautiful sentiments were only fligti 
of poetic genius, born of intuition, and tending all unwitting} 
to the spiritual philosophy. Imagine, then, my astonishme 
when the Baron informed me that Longfellow was a straigt 
out Spiritualist and had attended a séance in his residence. 

There was also Harriet Beecher Stowe, who, as she admitte 
wrote ‘Uncle Tom's Cabin’ under inspiration. After t 
departure of a dear friend, she wrote these lines, which reve 
her spiritual gifts :— 

These halting tones that sound to you 
Are not the tones I hear, 

But voices of the loved and lost 
Now meet my longing ear. 

I hear my angel mother’s voice ; 
Those were the words she sung, 

I hear my brother's ringing tones 
As once on earth they rung. 

And friends that walk in white above 
Come round me like a cloud ; 

And far above these earthly notes 
Their singing sounds aloud. 

And yet these, with other poets, never pronounced thet 
selves Spiritualists. Why? It puzzles me, and the more so wht 
I realise that Spiritualism is in consonance with the Christianit 
of Jesus, including the ‘ miracles,’ or the spiritual manifestatio 
of his time. When we remember that the Nazarene said, ‘Gv i 
is Spirit’ and that we, being made or evolved in the image ¢ | 
God, are necessarily spiritual beings, with opportunities W — 
eternal unfoldment, what word could be more expressive, mof 
world-wide or morally uplifting, than ‘Spiritualism’? Wh 
then, O preachers and poets, be afraid? ‘Fear,’ says the Serif 
ture writer, ‘hath torment.’ 

Los Angeles, Cal. 


January 3, 1914.] 


MARVELLOUS PSYCHIC EXPERIENCES. 


A Case or MATERIALISATION AND LEVITATION. 


The following appeared in the December issue of ‘ Reason’ :— 


I was about fourteen years of age when I had this experience, 
and I knew absolutely nothing of Spiritualism or spirit-return. 
My father was a Baptist of the hardshell type, who taught us all 
that spirits were devils, &c. My mother passed out when I was 
three years old, and from five I was raised by a stepmother, who 
by the time I was fourteen years old had two girls of her own 
and had but little use for me, the sickly stepchild. 

We had a large farm and plenty of hard work of which I did 
my share and more. Add to the hard work, constant abuse and 
mum isunderstanding with scarce ever a kind word, no pretty clothes, 
or pleasures, such as other children enjoyed, then add to this 

having to hear my father and stepmother almost constantly 
| quarrelling over me, and you will have some idea what my 
- life was. One of the few pleasures of those days was the 
day when peace prevailed sufficiently to let me play in 
the evening with my little sisters and not have to knit 
socks until 9 p.m., which was the prevailing custom, 
d then two or three times a year this peace would 
nd to allowing me to sleep downstairs in the trundle 
bed with one of my half-sisters. It was on such an occasion the 
henomena occurred which I will now relate. Everything had 
e nicely, we had a real lovely evening and my stepmother 
consented to my sleeping downstairs. When I was un- 
for bed she spoke sharply to me about the complexion 
my undergarments, and my father told her it was her 
usiness to attend to my clothes. Then the trouble began. They 
not send me upstairs but I cried myself to sleep with the 
r that I might die before morning. 
- About 2a.m. I was awakened by a sensation new to me— 
feeling the arms of a woman around me, and in my half- 
ed state I at first thought it was my stepmother. In 
ying to remove the arm I spoke out loud, and said, * Katie, you 
hurt me,’ and then the figure beside me patted me and made a 
noise like you would to quiet a child, ‘Sh-h-h—.’ That was 
all so unusual it had the effect of awakening me in earnest, and I 
will never forget the horror that went over me when I realised 
fully my predicament. I was lying facing the window, which 
‘was of the old-fashioned type with a wide window seat raised 
fully four feet from the floor, and the trundle bed was not over 
one foot high, making at least a direct raise of three feet from 
the bed to the window seat. Yet there, on that window seat, 
sat my sister Alma—a big, heavy child six years of age, who had 
been lifted bodily and set on the window seat, in order to make 
room for the figure who now lay beside me. 

Alma was beginning to cry a little by this time and was 

rubbing her fists in her eyes, so between us both we finally 
w kened my father who was sleeping in the big bed a few 
feet distant. He rose upand asked, ' What’s the matter, Rena?’ 
and I replied, ‘Some one’s in my bed.’ He said, ‘Tut, tut, 
- child,’ and reached for a match to light the lamp on his stand. 
he began to find the match, the arm that held me slowly 
drew itself across my body and with a lingering sigh the whole 
| form vanished. By thistime the lamp was lighted and there 
| sat Alma on the window seat where I could never have lifted 
' herif my life had depended on it, and an impression was in the 
feather tick and pillow where the form of a woman had lain. It 
| was a pair with white faces who took this scene in detail and 
listened to my story. 'Then my father turned, and shaking his 
finger in my stepmother's face, said, 'Is it any wonder her 
mother comes back?’ This was the first inkling I had as to 
vho my visitor had been, and you can imagine my great grief 
when I came to realise that my mother whom I had grieved for 
all my young life had been near me and I knew it not. 
The experience had the effect of badly frightening my step- 
ther, and she never treated me so badly again. 
The above, with many other psychic experiences through my 
| mediumship, has proven to me that the grave does not hold 
ed ones, and that it is possible for them to come to us and 
us feel and see them. 
are a few things I know by and through demonstra- 
this is one of the few things, that our friends survive 
called death, and it will take more than Hudson 
of Psychic Phenomena’ or any other explanation 
er to take away from me what I know. That there 
uted to spirits that has no connection with them I 
ut it does not detract from the vital point, which 
ives death and can return and under favour- 
make itself known. 
a, friends, I am not in the habit of rushing into 
ional articles, and that there is nothing to be 
in telling this bit of private life except the good 
‘thus I hope you will do me the credit of believing 
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it is the truth as near as I know how to tell the truth.—Re- 
spectfully and fraternally yours, 
IRENE M. SMITH. 
3,006, South Grand Ave., Los Angeles, Cal., 
November, 1913. 


STATE OF CALIFORNIA, | 
County of Los Angeles, ja 


On this 26th day of November, a.D. 1913, before me, J. W. 
Burns, a Notary Public in and for said County and State, 
residing therein, duly commissioned and sworn, personally ap- 
peared Irene M. Smith, known to me to be the person whose 
name is subscribed to the within Instrument, and acknowledged 
to me that she executed the same. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
my official seal the day and year in this Certificate first above 
written. 

J. W. BURNS, 
Notary Public in and for said County and State. 


[SEAL] My Commission expires January 7th, 1914. 


DO THE ANGELS OF THE LORD ENCAMP 
ROUND ABOUT US? 


There was a time when good Christian people really meant 
what they said. Many of them still mean what they say, but 
with a difference. For instance: they used to say that they 
believed in *the resurrection of the body' ; and, saying it, they 
meant it. Who believes that now? and yet they go on saying it. 
A few belated travellers may both say and believe it—or think 
they believe it—but. for one who says it and believes it, there 
are a thousand, perhaps ten thousand, who say it and believe it 
not. 

In like manner, they used to say that 'the angels of the 
Lord encamp round about them that fear Him’; and, saying 
it, they meant it. Probably the vast majority of those who say 
it now still think they believe it. But do they? If they did, 
would they be as hot against us as they are? Would they be as 
ready to say that if any spirit reaches us and proves it, that spirit 
must be a demon? We wish to be very frank and deal very 
plainly with these good people. We believe they are truly 
sincere, and we feel sure they desire to walk in the light. 
Well, then, we put it to them: if ‘the angels of the Lord 
encamp round about them that fear Him, is it so very improbable 
that they should occasionally make themselves known ? 

Supposing we grant that we are beset with demon-spirits 
(some of our friends declare that they have evidence that we are 
beset by Jesuit spirits) who are continually plotting against us, 
and who are able to reach us and make themselves manifest, is 
it reasonable, is it reverent, to say that the angels of the Lord 
who encamp round about us are impotent in the matter—that 
they alone cannot, will not, or may not, come manifestly or 
effectively near? For what, then, do they encamp around ? 

It isa common saying that certain things which were per- 
mitted ‘in Bible times’ are not permitted now. Do the people 
who talk like that know precisely what they say? Do they 
know that ‘Bible times’ cover a period of more than four 
thousand years according to the most ‘orthodox’ reckoning? 
Do they know that angelic appearances, operations, and com- 
munications are said to have been common, in all kinds of 
circumstances and amongst all kinds of people, during the whole 
of that time? Do they know that, on the highest possible autho- 
rity, it is asserted again and again that we are ‘surrounded by a 
great cloud of witnesses’? Yes, they do know all this, for their 
Bible is full of it: and they suppose they believe it, for they 
seriously and solemnly say it. Will they, then, tell us when 
and why the whole order of things changed ? when and why the 
“great cloud of witnesses’ withdrew, or, what is more extra- 

ordinary still, remained and camped around only to be silent 
and hidden while, for eighteen hundred years, only demons could 
manifest—aye, and masquerade in the angels’ names ? The whole 
thing is so incoherent, so contradictory, so obviously grotesque, 
that one can only wonder how any reasonable person can for a 
moment countenance it. 


*No journal that reaches my library do I read with more 
pleasure than " Lieut.” It is both clean and philosophical.’— 
J. M. PEEBLES, M.D. 
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OFFICE OF ‘LIGHT,’ 110, ST. MARTIN'8 LANE, 
LONDON, W.C. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 3an 1914, 


Light: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research. 
Paice Tworence WEEKLY. 


COMMUNICATIONS intended to be printed should be addressed to 
the Editor, Office of * Licxt,’ 110, St. Martin's Lane, London, W.C. 
Business communications should in all cases be addressed to Mr. 
F. W. South, Office of ‘Licut,’ to whom Cheques and Postal 
Orders should be made payable. 


Bubecription Rates.—* Liont ’ may be had free by post on the following 
terms :—Twelve months, 10s. 10d ; six mH bs. bd. Payments 
to be made in advance. To United States, 2dol. 70c. To France, 
Italy, &c., 13 francs 86 centimes. To Germany, 11 marks 25 pfg. 

Wholesale Agents: Messrs. Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent and 
Co., Ltd., 31, Paternoster-row, London, E.C., and ‘Liat’ can be 
ordered through all Newsagents and Booksellers. 


APPLICATIONS dnte. and Associates of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, Ltd., for the loan of books from the Alliance 
Library should be addressed to the Librarian, Mr. B. D. Godfrey, 
Office of the Alliance, 110, 8t. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


THE YEAR BEFORE US. 


In our last issue we gave some brief and general 
impressions of the year that has just closed, and something 
in the nature of a forecast. Prophecies are notoriously 
dangerous; but it is always possible to read the future 
with some assurance in the light of the past out of which 
it grows. Now and again one’s judgment may be found 
sadly at fault, by reason of some sudden and unforeseen 
change in the direction of events, but that simply means 
that life is more than a sequence of cause and effect in the 
mechanical order of things. There are wheels within 
wheels, forces unseen and often unsuspected bringing to 
the surface totally unexpected changes. To-day we have 
_ grown measurably nearer to the Unseen World, with its 
incalculable effects upon this one, but if that consideration 
adds an element of uncertainty to a forecast, it is at least 
rich in hope and promise. The great things come from the 
heights; and the world of the senses is inspired and 
directed from the realm of supersensible life. 

Those, then, who have become active in their recogni- 
tion of spiritual realities should find in the coming year 
new and larger opportunities of service. May we hope 
that they will be mindful of the organised efforts to 
proclaim and enforce these realities represented by 
‘Licut’ and the London Spiritualist Alliance? We 
claim on behalf of both these institutions—and we make 
the claim in no boastful epirit—that they are part of the 
advance guard, helping to win for humanity tracts of 
spiritual territory which it shall yet occupy to its great 
content, Only those who have been able to survey the 
field of action over a considerable period of years can 
sufficiently realise how much has been won already. 

Let us, in passing, take one or two instances at random, 
in addition to those examples we gave last week, which 
were in themselves tremendously significant. A daily paper 
a short time ago published an attack on Spiritualism by one 
who described himself as a ‘ Psychical Expert’ (and what an 
‘expert,’ such pathetic incompetence in any other field of 
human activity would have been detected at the outset !). 
Now think of it—in the course of his argument he gave 
away his whole case, surrendering himself artlessly into 
the hands of those whose cause he attacked. He admitted 
the reality of psychic phenomena, and attributed them to 
evil spirits. When he is able to explain why it is that 
only evil spirits are able to manifest their existence to 
earth, we shall hope to hear from him again. In passing 
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we may remark that we were not in the least perturbed 
by the attack—rightly considered, it is a very encouraging 
sign—but we were certainly irritated by its grotesque 
incompetence. Such dialectical clumsiness suggests the 
necessity of a little training in a Debating Society. 

That is one instance. We take another from ‘the 
‘Times’ of the 18th ult., where we find a lengthy review 
of four books on hypnotism and psycho-therapeutics. And 
what is the tone of it? Instead of attacking the subject, 
and then, like our egregious ‘Psychical Expert,’ giving 
away its argument by inadvertence, the manifestly compe- 
tent writer of the review endorses the whole matter. We 
smiled as we read the following :— 

The task of rescuing psycho-therapy from the hands of the 
charlatan and of placing it on a sound, scientific basis, has been 
a long, a very difficult, and a very thankless one. 

And pray who helped to make it so long, and difficult, 
and thankless? Some of the very men who to-day, now 
that the subject has vindicated its truth, are coming for- 
ward to bless it and ‘rescue’ it! We think of Dr. Jobn- 
son’s scathing rebuke of Lord Chesterfield. When the 
man struggling in the water has reached ground by his 
own efforts, the ‘patron’ comes forward and 'encum- 
bers him with help.’ The very men who fought for the 
reality of bypnotism and spiritual healing were themselves 
denounced as charlatans by a world that now comes for- 
ward to patronise them, still fondly mouthing the word 
‘charlatans,’ although giving it another application. 

Of a surety it will be the same with the subject of 
Spiritualism generally. There are many signs of it already, 
and we confidently expect more during the year before us. 
The omens are with us. Before long we may see a general 
scramble to be on the winning side. Now is the time for 
those who have made their decision for the spiritual side 
ofthe question to come in'and win their spurs. We are 
no longer fighting ‘a forlorn hope,’ but we welcome all who 
will aid in the work. There is plenty to do, whether in the 
fighting line or amongst those who serve and sustain it. It 
is in their power to make the year 1914 a memorable year 
for our movement. For them the joy of seeing the strong- 
holds of Materialism carried one by one, and of sharing 
the triumph ; for them the honours of action, and the glow 
of achievement. Rather than apathy and that mean diplo- 
macy known as ‘sitting on the fence, we would aee the 
undecided range themselves on the opposition side. For 
when the combat is over the honour will be to the fighters, 
whether victors or vanquished. The coming year will bring 
the issues more boldly into relief, and there will be a 
clearer recognition of all that we stand for. 

The past year has shown the existence of a spirit of 
inquiry strong enough to bring the question very promi- 
nently into the Press, and it is seen to be far too important 
to be allowed finally to drop as a matter of transient interest. 

We have sought to make the standpoint of ' Licut’ 
sufficiently evident in the past as the advocate of a clear, 
natural, and reasonable philosophy of this world and the 
next, We invite the active support during the coming 
year of all who think with us. We are past that stage of 
the fight for the world’s advancement pictured by Arthur 
Hugh Clough in his well-known lines. But two of the 
stanzas have still an appropriateness :— 

If hopes were dupes, fears may be liars, 
It may be, in yon smoke concealed, 


Your comrades chase e’en now the fliers, 
And, but for you, possess the field. 


For while the tired waves, vainly breaking, 
Seem here no painful inch to gain, 

Far back, through creeks and inlets making, 
Comes silent, flooding in, the main! 
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W. T. STEAD AND HIS WORK FOR 


SPIRITUALISM. 


By Miss EprrH K. HARPER. 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates, and friends 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance, on Thursday evening, De- 
cember 18th, 1913, at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists, Vice-Admiral W. Usborne Moore, vice-president, in the 
chair. 


In introducing the speaker, TRE Caatnmansaid, ‘Asyou are 
all aware, Mr. Stead had one great quality, among others, which 
especially endeared him to us, and that was his power of attrac- 
tion, of drawing people to him, people who could serve him, 
and whom he always treated with the greatest kindness and 
faithfulness. "There was one whom he particularly trusted, the 
lady who was secretary to Julia's Bureau, and who knew more 
about him than perhaps anybody else. "That lady we have with 
us to-night, and she will now address us on the subject of “ W. 
ad and his Work for Spiritualism." * 
ss HARPER said : It gives me much pleasure to have the 
addressing the members of the London Spiritualist 
ce; and as I am to talk to you to-night about Mr. Stead 

E for Spiritualism, I think it will interest you to 
the first address Mr. Stead ever gave on the subject 
ism he gave in 1893, to the members of this society, 
ms in Duke-street, Adelphi, and the chair on that 
was occupied by your President, now in spirit life, 
won Rogers. Mr. Stead related his early experiences 
atic writing, and great hopes were expressed by the 
s to the future development of the cause, in the 


would have been ‘Let us pray!’ It was 
beginning a meeting, sometimes even a 
And he would probably have given thanks, 
ay, for the progress that has been made in 
cause since. He gave his first address to the Spiritualist 
nty years ago. I am not going to do that, how- 
m going to ask you all to join me at this moment 
oM a greeting, to Mr. Stead in the Beyond, 
lease him to know that we have met together 
ik of him and the work he loved best, his work 


t test speech of his, to which I have just referred, 
things Mr. Stead said :— 


int to ask, and what Julia is always pressing upon 
his: Can we or can we not establish a bureau of com- 
lm the two sides? Julia was a very good, 
i loving creature when she was on the earth, and 
m while it is a very sad thing to see people on 
iling for their dead, with whom they cannot com- 
isa still sadder thing for those on the other side, 
"also see the sadness of those who have passed over 
trying in vain to communicate with those whom 
left behind. Can anything practical be done? I 
jider it. Can anything be done, can some centre 
ed, whether it be a college of mediums or a bureau 
tion, or whatever you may like to call it, by which 
ho has lost a friend, and who wishes to communicate 
“may be able to send and receive a message as 
or ill-being, as the case may be, and the where- 
riend on the other side? Julia says that it can 
e and ought to be done, and she wants me to try and get 
n Surely, i in the midst of all this wave of development 
ing through, it ought not to be impossible to find 
Mams who could be set apart and conse- 
urpose. Ido not know why it should not be 
done. What Julia says is that, until it is done, 
brought home to the minds of all that they can 
with the spirits of their departed friends, you will 
of its sting nor convince most people that 
end of all things. (Applause.) 


xen years elapsed after Mr. Stead uttered 
Julia's Bureau came into existence. It had 
1909, and three years later, in 1912, in 
also, it came toan end, so far as the old 


afore 


OLCH T; 7 


machinery and outside working was concerned, when the 
‘ Titanic’ sank beneath the Atlantic. It seems strangely fitting 
that, as Mr. Stead’s first hopes concerning the Bureau were 
expressed at a meeting of the Spiritualist Alliance, so a brief 
account of that hope’s fulfilment should be the subject of my 
paper to-night. 

I am reminded of an article Mr. Stead was once asked to 
write by the editor of a South African newspaper. The article 
was to be no more than four hundred words long, and in those 
four hundred words Mr. Stead was to state what he considered 
would be the best way for the executors of the Cecil Rhodes 
estate to dispose of the residue of the millions of poundsat their 
disposal. Mr. Stead began his article by saying : ' Brevity is 
the soul of wit. But to dispose of millions in four hundred 
words passes the wit of man.’ Which is very much as I feel now 
at the thought of describing within the limits of one brief paper 
the work of those three unforgettable years. 

I must explain that at the end of each year, since the 
Bureau’s foundation, it fell to my lot, as secretary, to draw up 
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a brief statement of the results of the previous twelve months. 
Just before he sailed on the ' Titanic? Mr. Stead asked me to 
draw up the usual report and send it out to him in America, 
and he said, ‘You had better go back to the beginning, and let 
us see how we stand at theend of these three years.’ I remember 
how sorry he was that he would not be present at the circle 
sitting at Cambridge House on Julia's third auniversary, but 
he said, as one often does, ‘I shall be with you in spirit? And 
then he added, in his usual cheerful, happy way, ‘And Julia 
must have an extra birthday party when I come home!’ 

This paper is in reality the outcome of that which I had in 
course of preparation for Mr. Stead. It was never quite 
finished. For, as you all know, when April 24th (Julia’s anni- 
versary) arrived, our beloved chief was indeed ‘with us in 
spirit but in a far different sense from what anyone 
dreamt when he spoke those mystic and, as it turned out, 
strangely prophetic words. Julia’s third anniversary marked 
the closing of a door upon three wonderful years of conscious 
communion with the world invisible, during which, in spite of 
some inevitable mistakes and failures, one grew to learn, in a 
manner impossible to convey in words, that the next life is so 
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near and so natural that to enter it is only like passing into 
another room, 
I thought it would perhaps be of interest if I were to begin 
by telling you a little about Julia herself. We have so often 
been asked who Julia was, and whether she ever lived upon the 
earth at all! Bat I think by now it is pretty well known that 
Julia was an American lady, an acquaintance of Mr, Stead and 
an intimate friend of Miss Frances Willard, with whom she 
worked ardently in the cause of temperance reform, She was 
also one of the editors of a Chicago paper devoted to social 
service called ‘The Women’s Union Signal.’ And last, but not 
least, she was nota Spiritualist. I do not suppose she ever gave 
the subject a thought, At any rate, I remember Mr, Stead's 
telling me that on the two occasions on which he met Julia in 
earth-life, though they talked of nearly every subject under the 
sun, they never once mentioned the word Spiritualism.’ And 
that is remarkable, for I think it very unlikely that Mr. Stead, 
within recent years, could have had two long talks with a 
kindred spirit without the word ‘Spiritualism’ being mentioned 
a good many times ! 
t was while she was editing ‘The Women’s Union Signal’ 
that Julia first came into touch with Mr. Stead. She was on 


a visit to Europe for the purpose of seeing the Passion Play at 
Oberammergau, That had been one of the dreams of her life, 
and she realised her dream in 1890. She also came to London 
and saw Mr. Stead twice, once at his oftice at Mowbray House 
and once at Cambridge House, Wimbledon, which in those days 
used to be his home. We call one of the trees in the garden at 
Cambridge House ' Julia's Oak,’ in memory of Julia's only visit, 
for she had tea one day under its leafy branches, At that time 
Julia wrote to a friend in America: ‘The chief feature of my 
visit to London was my interview with Mr. W. T. Stead at 
the office of “The Review of Reviews"' And the impression 
left by Julia on Mr. Stead's mind was that of a very sensible 
and practical person, not at all sentimental, but brimming over 
with the milk of human kindness and filled with the constant 
longing to help and to serve ; in fact, just such a personality 
as she has consistently proved herself to be. She was deeply 
religious by nature, and to this day her communications are 
couched, more or less in what may be called ‘religious 
phraseology, though she left dogmas and creeds behind when 
she passed out of her physical body nearly twenty-two years ago. 
Soon after her return to America Julia fell ill of typhoid fever, 
and passed away in a hospital in Boston. Mr. Stead learnt of 
her death with great regret, and there, so far as he knew, that 
pleasant but brief acquaintance came to an end. So much for 
Julia herself. 

It was very soon after this, however, though not at first 
apparently having anything to do with it, that Mr. Stead first 
made the discovery that he possessed the gift of automatic 
writing. Many of you have probably read, or have heard him 
tell, how this came about. A lady of his acquaintance happened 
one day to mention that she herself possessed the faculty. 
Mr. Stead was persuaded to make some experiments, and this 
he did in a very sceptical frame of mind. It was not until he 
had received the most striking and unmistakable proofs of 
personality and memory, from more than one source, but in 
particular from Julia herself, that 
and having obtained 
sitting for further teats of 
genuine. 

Time will not permit me 
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sure many of you must have heard Mr. Stead tell the stor 
himself. The most striking part of the matter was that th 
tests given by Julia were all recognised and fully admitted by; 
lady who was her dearest friend, and to whom most of th 
communications were addressed in automatic writing through 
the hand of Mr. Stead. These letters of Julia appeared in 
* Borderland, and were afterwards published in volume form 
under the arresting title ‘After Death.’ Since then they have 
circulated all over the world, and have been translated into many 
languages, including French, German, Danish, Hindustani- 
even Icelandic, Mr, Stead was constantly receiving letters from 
people in sorrow, telling him of the consolation they had derived 
from that little book, with its homely imagery and simple word. 
painting of life on the ‘other side.’ It seemed that the only 
readers to whom Julia's letters did not appeal were those who, 
not being in grief at all, and merely being curious to know what 
it was all about, expressed themselves as being ‘ disappointed) 
because, they said, ‘These letters tell us nothing new.’ In fact, 
they were disappointed, apparently, to find that the next state 
of consciousness is in many ways so like the present life (for. 
getting, too, that the word ‘next’ means ‘nearest ’), and that” 
Love and Pity, Sympathy and Joy, are as necessary to people ther — 
as they are here. (Applause.) This ‘disappointed’ state of mini 
was aptly illustrated by Sir Robert Ball, the late Astronomer Royal 
for Ireland, who once told a story about a man who went to se 
Niagara, and was much disappointed with the famous ' Horse 
shoe Falls! ‘But I suppose,’ said Sir Robert, nothing short of 
the whole Atlantic Ocean pouring down in one tremendous 
cataract from the planet Mars would have satisfied him.’ And 
that seems to be the way with some people about the spirit 
world. A few other excellent people wrote to say that Julia's 
communications were the work of the devil, and Mr. Stead 
always preserved their letters as special curiosities. (Laughter) 
It was in the course of writing those letters that Julia first 
propounded to Mr. Stead her idea of establishing a Bureau ol 
Intercommunication between the two worlds. She said, ‘ Yor 
see the sorrowing people on your side. J see them on my side 
Can we do nothing to help those who love so greatly to get int 
touch with each other?’ Julia did not trouble herself about 
those who did not love. It might or might not be entirely fe 
the best that loveless ones should remain separated. Wher 
there is no love there is no real loss The one thing needful ir 
Julia's eyes was to love, and, loving, to be assured that the dew j 
ones are well and happy in the Life Beyond—just as om i 
welcomes letters from friends ‘across the sea, though om - 
does not necessarily trouble them to write by every mail an - 
certainly should not seek to impair their usefulness in thei l 
new surroundings by continually begging them to return home 
Only a couple of years or so ago, I heard Mr. Stead say tt 
someone who asked him what he considered to have been th 
most fortunate moment of his life: ‘The most fortun - 
moment of my life was, of course, the moment when Julia fix 
discovered that she could write with my hand. (Applause.) 
From that time onward Mr. Stead also began to give a patie! _ 
and deeply interested hearing to any person who claimed to hart 
in any degree some definite manifestation of the sixth sense, # 
attribute whose rudiments are more or less inherent in us ali 
but which is possessed by some in much greater degree than lf 
others. Mr. Stead always regarded mediumship as a precios 
endowment, which must be sought after like hidden treasum 
He looked upon sensitives as beings endowed above their fellow 
and he would have them guard and cherish their divine gift au 
pearl of great price, always remembering that, like all other gift 
it comes from God to be used in the service of man. He ont 
said :— á 
Mediums are the most valuable members of the communitf — 
They are like men who can see in a world of the blind. . . The — 
need to be cared for as the only instruments by which it is posib — 
successfully to undertake the exploration of the other vol 
and I hope that, with increasing intelligence, the growth 
the scientific spirit and the decay of superstition in Spirituali 
those individuals who are so much more highly endowed 
their fellows as to be able to see what is invisible and to hee 
what is inaudible to the majority of men, may be discovered # 
increasing numbers. 
And it was with these sentiments, and with that end in viet 


-- 
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that he made Cambridge House, Wimbledon, his dear old home 
for so many years, and the scene where he thought out so many 
of his finest aspirations, the Inner Sanctuary of Julia's Bureau, 

It is a rather curious coincidence that this present month, 
December, contains at least two anniversaries which were 
specially momentous to Mr. Stead in relation to Spiritualism. 
Julia passed over on December 11th, 1891. And just six years 
ago this month, on December 14th, 1907, Mr. Stead’s eldest son, 
Willie, also passed into the Beyond. It was then, more than 
ever, that Mr. Stead's thoughts turned towards the problem of 
bridging the grave, and then, more than ever, did he realise the 
immense value and consolation of the power to establish con- 
- scious communion with the other side. 

Julia to write through his hand more urgently than 
before as to the need of founding the Bureau for which she 
had solong been appealing. He must lose no time, she declared, 
for the hour was at hand. In the autumn of 1908, she wrote : 

*The time has at last come when you must allow nothing to 

“prevent your establishing my Bureau.’ Mr. Stead said: ‘It’s 

“quite impossible, Julia. I have not got the time, and, even if I 

the time, I have not got the money!’ She replied, ‘You 

the money, and when it comes, you will have no doubt 

s being intended for the Bureau.’ He then said, ‘ Julia, 

good settling such a task on me. I am such a poor 

it will certainly fail.’ Julia replied: * “No doubt it 


ng it, and I assure you it is not going to fail.’ Mr. 
len returned to the question of the money. He said: 
cannot be done under a thousand poundsa year.’ She 
You will get the thousand pounds ; you will hear of it 
and it will come from America. I do not 


see je that it will all come true, just as I have said !’ 

| more happened just then, until in the beginning of 
that same year Mr. Stead wrote an article entitled 
now the Dead Return. It was published almost 
n 'The Fortnightly Review’ and ‘The New 
? also in France, India and Australia. As the 
publication Mr. Stead was asked to do special 
ce for an American paper at a salary of £500 a 
said : : ‘This is the money which is coming. Only 
t £1,000, not £500. And you will see that you 


‘accordingly went ‘doubles or quits,’ as he called 
plied that he would agree to act as special corre- 
or the paper in question if they were prepared to 
K000 a year. T must confess that we afterwards felt 
ivings at the thought that in doing this he had 
3 yn away an offer of a clear £500 a year, and 
he substance for the shadow. The suspense was great 
xt week or two, while we waited for the answer from 

Mr. Stead went down to Hayling Island, and 


: ‘Sing the Doxology. Julia's prophecy fulfilled!’ 
and applause.) 

pril 24th, 1909, Julia's Bureau came into being. The 
ny took place at Cambridge House, Wimbledon, 
itting was held, and tea was served, in the after- 
who was present, took several photographs 
Earle presided at the sitting, and Julia, con- 
n address, Among those present were 
Mr. Serocold Skeels, Hon. Treasurer, Miss 
Robert King, Mrs Harper and myself 
" who acted as stenographer), these being 
rs of Julia’s Circle. Cambridge House 
netuary of the Bureau, where the private 
and where mediums were to be invited 
ne, to be the guests of Mr. Stead in the 
[ his old home, so that their gifts might 
RAS tee ok ma hnn, 
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for the Bureau when he removed his editorial and publishing 
offices to Bank Buildings, Kingsway. 

In the evening of that memorable opening day Mr. Stead 
invited the circle and a few friends to dine with him at the 
First Avenue Hotel, and afterwards we had another circle- 
sitting at Mowbray House, at which Miss McCreadie presided, 
and Mr. King, Mr. Vango, Mr. Von Bourg and other sensitives 
It is rather curious that at dinner that 
Someone drew Mr. 


were also present. 
evening we sat down ‘thirteen at table.’ 
Stead’s attention to the fact, adding that the first one to leave 

the table was generally understood to be the first on whom the 

old superstition would take effect. He laughed. He was not 

in the least superstitious. But when dinner was over, and 

before anyone knew, we suddenly realised that, during the 

general conversation, Mr. Stead had quietly left his place, 

unobserved, with his usual chivalrous determination to take the 
risks, if any, upon himself, and certainly in order to relieve the 
minds of any of the company who might have harboured 
nervous misgivings. And though nothing happened within the 
allotted twelve months, yet he is the first member of that 
happy gathering, the first member of Julia's Circle, who has 
crossed the border. I do not tell this story at all by way of 
upholding that popular superstition, but only as a curious coin- 
cidence in passing, and as another evidence of his scrupulous 
consideration for others, even in regard to the smallest details of 
life. (Hear, hear.) 

(To be continued.) 


SPIRITUALISM NOT ‘BLACK MAGIC,’ 


The ‘Daily Chronicle’s’ ‘ Psychical Expert,’ self-styled and 
anonymous, says that Mr. Raupert admits that spirits have 
wafted paper into the air, made it luminous, produced faint 
scratchings and pencil smudges, which ‘ smudges,’ when examined 
with the aid of a magnifying glass, were found to be written words 
—‘ written so minutely that no human hand could have done it '— 
that lilies have been brought into a locked room from a neigh- 
bouring greenhouse, that his photograph has been ' surrounded 
by faces of dead and living friends,’ and that a materialised form 
which appeared at a séance weighed half as much as the medium, 
whose weight was correspondingly reduced. Now, if this ‘ Psy- 
chical Expert’ and Mr. Raupert really wish to frighten people off 
from studying and investigating Spiritualism, they must not go 
into such alluring details : they tell too much. Orcan it be that 
the ‘Psychical Expert’ is really a Spiritualist in disguise, and 
wishes to bless while he appears to curse ! 

Of course, Spiritualism is not magic, either black or grey. 
To call it such is Mr. Raupert's pleasant way of giving it a bad 
name, in the hope that, like mud, it will stick ; but on his own 
showing there are hosts of people ready to inquire into the 
occult, and his testimony to the reality of the phenomena is far 
more likely to farouse and intensify their interest than his 
denunciations are to deter them from pursuing their inquiries. 
Possibly his warnings may make them rather more cautious than 
they would otherwise have been, aud that will be a gain. On 
the other hand, his unproved assertions about ‘evil powers, or 
* devils, may tend to foster superstitious fears, and so do more 
harm than good. 

Some ' psychical experts! declare that 'there are no spirits 
in it—it is all fake’; others tell us ‘spirit agencies are at work,’ 
but they are not discarnate spirits, they are ‘evil powers’ or 
*devils But since the Spiritualist, who investigates for his 
own satisfaction, openly braves the ridicule and sneers of his 
neighbours, and gives reasons for the faith that is in him, it is 
surely probable that he knows what he is talking about—at 
least quite as well as do those who impertinently ‘warn’ him 

of difliculties with which he is perfectly familiar ! 

As though afraid that his 'evil powers? theory would not 
cover the ground of the admitted facts, Mr. Raupert says: 'It 
is always conceivable that the sentences which the automatic 
writer scrawls on the paper come from the subliminal self, and 
are not due to independent spirit actions, and further, with 
reference to his ‘psychic photograph, we are informed, ‘it was 


obvious that, in some mysterious way, the plate had reproduced 
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tho images not of the actual facos, but only as they waro 
remembered in the subconseiousness of Mr, Rauport himself,’ 
Marvellous! 

Tho * Paychical Expert’ anya that Mr, Rauport knew a man 

who told him (Mr, Raupert) that after obtaining automatic 
messages, professedly from a spirit friend, he became dissatisfied 
and charged the spirit with being a 'devil' and that he thon 
oxporionced a ‘thunderstorm of hatred and obscenity’ in the 
shape of messages, written by his own hand, of ' the most vile 
language and the most terrible curses.’ Now the question 
arises, did the sentences scrawled by the automatist come from 
his ‘subliminal’ and not from ' independent apirit sources,’ or did 
a ‘apirit of evil’ draw'on tho ‘subconscious self! of the man who 
invoked him? And if ‘like seeks like,’ who was tho responsible 
source of this ' vile language’? And further, ia Spiritualism to be 
tabooed on such unsupported assertions as thosa? Tho ‘Expert’ 
says that Mr, Raupert told him that a nameloss gentleman was 
misled by a lying'spirit.—but ia this third-hand hearsay evidence ? 
Will Mr, Raupert mention the names of a dozen. experimentors 
out of the hundreds who he says have been driven to the sana- 
torium or the asylum, and supply us with evidence that thoir fato 
was solely due to their Spiritualistic experimenta —or, if he can- 
not do this, will he have the decency to admit his inability to 
substantiate his assertion and stop making it? 

Mr. Rauport affirms that ‘Spirituatiats have utterly failed to 
prove identity.’ He himself would of necessity fail to sub- 
atantiate that assertion—for it implies that he knows the facts of 
every case and can prove their inadequacy! Tho immense 
difficulty in proving or disproving identity was evident in the 
famous Tichborne case, and we may readily admit that absolute 
proof of identity i» practically unattainable, yet there are 
hundreds of thousands, probably millions, of persons. who are 
satisfied that their spirit-frionds have proved their identity. 
But, admitting the difficulty of proving tho identity of a dis- 
carnate friend, will Mr. Rauport toll us how we are to identify 
an unknown, supposititious devil ? 

If tho subconscious aelf of a sensitive can pose as one of his 
departed friends and fool the conscious self for a time into the 
belief that the messages are in reality communications from the 
dead, and then commence to write ‘sinister, blasphemous or 
obscene suggestions,’ what a debased falsitier the subconscious 
self must be! But if these results are due to davila what aro all 
tho wise, good, true, pure and loving, witnessing, ‘ministering 
spirita’ doing to permit these ‘devils’ to deceive and injure 
simple-minded, sincere and truth-loving people? These are 
only a few of the problema involved in this so-called * warning to 
Spiritualists.’ But will the ‘Psychioal Expert’ or Mr, Raupert 
face and answer them ? W. 


4 lith and 18th inat, 


l 
"Pho Call of the nd, Tt will interest many of our readers 
to learn that at. the City Temple, on Christmas. morning, after 
the usual service, Mr, Witley was united in matrimony to Miss 
Muriel Lily Ainger, the ceremony being performed by the Rev, 
R. J. Campbell, M.A. We believe that Mra Witley has not 
only some knowledge of hieal matters, but has had some 
personal experiences in on thereto ; and the newly married 
hope to co-operate in bearing a united testimony to the 
ty of mi from the unseen, Our warmest wishes go 
out to our fri for the happiness and usefulnom of their 
future life and work, We are glad to know that in the coming 
months Mr, Witley will not only give attention to his forth: 
coming address to the London Spiritualist Alliance on ‘Jeanne 
d'Aro: Hor Visions and Voices,’ but to a new and important 
N serios of articles specially prepared for * Liont,' 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST, 


To friends, strangers, comrades and renders, believers, on. 
lookers and opponents, afar off and near—Aall. seckers after truth 
and fellow-pilgrims on life's great highway that loads from life 
through death to life more abundant—from protoplasm to God 
to all we extend a hearty greeting of good fellowship and 
cheer, A Happy New Year to all! because a year of progres 
towards the Brotherhood which will one day mean the triumph 
of the spirit and of ‘poace and goodwill.’ 

* Wanted—a sound practical philosophy of life '—such is the 
heading of a letter in ‘Tho Referee, by H. Fox, We commond 
to Mr, Fox the valuable little work by Mr. W. H, Evans on 
‘Spiritualism, a Philosophy of Life.’ Wo imagine ho will find 
it just the kind of thing that he dosires, both sound and practical, 
a good philosophy for this world and forthe next. In the same 
imue of ‘The Referee’ (December 28th), ‘Dagonet’ tells some 
interesting truo ghost atorios, 


‘Thad a brother in India (writes a correspondent, in the 
* Morning Post") from whom I received two letters in a year 
at irregular intervals; during the night previous to tho arrival 
of such a letter I always dreamed about him, and never on any — 
other occasion, This continued about six years. One morning, 
to my surprise, I came across an envelope addressed by him. 
“ Hallo,” I said to my housokeopor, “hore is a lottor from my 
brother, and I have not dreamed about him," On opening the 
envelope I found a communication in another hand ; it in 
formed me that my brother had been murdered and that the 
writer had found my address on the containing envelope and 
had used it,’ 


At an inquest on the body of a young Quaker, who had boon 
a vegetarian for five years and who had committed suicide, it 
was stated by his father that he had left a letter in which he 
had set forth his ‘last wishes’; ‘No tombstones, no religious 
service ; cremate me ; please do not mourn for me ; study ro 
incarnation.’ The paragraph reporting tho inquest in tho news: 
papers bore the sub-heading, ‘Last Message of Spiritualist who 
Committed Suicide.’ Again Spiritualism is unjustly blamed, 
The cause of derangement appears to have boon an injury to the 
head. ‘The only possible justification for the use of the word 
Spiritualism was tho father’s statement that ho had found among 
deceased's papers a number of books on Spiritualism, The 
words, ' Study reincarnation,’ however, look as though the young 
man was a Theosophist, 


i 
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* Nash's Magazine" for January is an interesting number, A 
poem on ‘ Heresy,’ by Ella Wheeler Wilcox, which concludes as 
follows :— 

* And heretic though I am, outside of tho palo of creeds, 

I have love in my heart for God and man; and I think it is all 

one needs,’ 

ia followed by an article by Œ. K. Chesterton on ‘Tho Humbug 
of Higher Criticism? Elbert Hubbard writes of ‘The Genius! 
and afirma that ‘the mind is a dual affair—objootive and sub: 
jective. "Phe objective mind goes all, hoara all, reasons things 
out, ‘Tho subjective mind stores up, and only gives out whon 
the objective mind sleeps, As long as you aro satisfod and 
comfortable, you use only the objective mind and live in the 
world of sense, But if love be torn from your grasp, or atupid 
misunderatanding and crushing defeat grind. you into the dust, 
thon, forgetting time and space and self, you go forth into the 
land of the subconsclousnoss—tho land of apirit—muster your 
mental legions and come into full possession of your subcon: 
solons treasures — Genius is bought with a price.’ The flotion 
element this month is unusually strong. 


Writing in ‘The Faithiat’ for December, Julius Kohu 
saya: ‘The arch proves the architect, The head of the human 
thighbone, which has to boar the weight of. tho trunk, examined | 
microscopically is found to have tho archwise curved construc 
tion necessary for bearing the weight of the body, The Soul of 
Nature, or rather the Ever. Prosont Spirit of the Creator, has 
built the bone exactly a» an engineer would build a bridge. 
The same lawa of thought that constitute the bost building con: 
struction are also observed by Nature, but independent. of 
human thought or will, Man, at his beat, thinks as Nature 
thinks, Thinking Nature is the Creator, and whon man thinks 
a the Creator thinks, his thought is Truth, Behold the i 
Croator’s ovor-present Mind in His works, Ta there not ample 
proof of a supreme organising Mind in the general adaptation 
of mn animala and man? Does not the vegetable kingdom 
in its special relation to man give indications of a Dowd 
Mind? Pat in place of the word " Nature," the " Creator," ) 
you have a new revelation,’ 
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Our thanka are due to the ‘Daily Chronicle ! Paychical 
Export’ for giving Spiritualism a splendid advertisement, The 
sorvico was unintentional, but it was effective, It is doubtful 
if an article in favour of Spiritualism would bo permitted to 
soo the light in that newspaper, but Mr, Rauport’s testimony to 
the reality of the phenomena and their spirit origin has boon 
read by hundreds of thousands of persons (many of whom, in all 
m knew little or nothing of the subject), as also have 

the explanatory lotters which followed and which must have 
had a poworful influence towards counteracting the effect of the 
manifestly prejudiced viows of the original writer. 


During tho past sixty-five years Spiritualism has been ‘killed,’ 

! buried! ‘dono with,’ any number of times, but still it lives, and 
it was novor so strong, so confident, so triumphant as it is to-day. 
Tt thrives on opposition and persecution because it is true, and 
‘ono and the truth aro a majority.’ The real ‘warning to 
Spiritualists’ in the ‘ Paychical Experts" article in tho * Daily 
Chronicle,’ however, is not the one he intended to convey ; it will 
bo found in the rogrot which he feels that ‘there is no attempt 
to chook the propaganda of Spiritualists.’ Evidently he desires 
to initiate a movement to check our efforts to spread the light 
and sot men free from fear and superstitious dread, and 
tualists will do well to take warning and be prepared to 
trate any such attempt to interfere. with their right of free 

, of private judgment and liberty of conscience, 


agitation of thought is the beginning of wisdom’ 
nkers ought to bo in a fair way of becoming wise, 
re being compelled to take action to both define and 
t tions. ‘Tho Higher Criticism,’ * Modernism,’ 
| Science,’ ‘Theosophy,’ and ‘Spiritualism’ are all 
by the ‘defenders of the faith’ connected with 
Catholic and other churches. Mr. G. K. Chesterton 
the m which prompts and finds expression in 
Oriticism" as ‘a spirit of hypocrisy and im- 
is cannot be regarded as criticism of any kind, 
m The Roy. J. J. Bristow, a Baptist preacher, 
n Science is one of the most subtle, pernicious, 
oceptions that ever entered the world,’ and the 
‘0’ writer classes Theosophy and Spiritualism 
Mr, Rauport as his authority for declaring 
of Spiritualistic inquirers ‘lead to insanity, 
end P ritual debasement, Although there is little 
orn lowship between Catholics and Anglicans, or between 
ma And Dissenters, or between any or all of these and 
lontific _matorialists, thoy all, with one consent, denounce 
A and are found in accord in condemnation of the 
e itis a fact that anyone can hold helpful, consoling, 
j"] 


iring intercourse with tho ‘dear departed.’ They 
oppose us» from opposite viewpoints ; the Materialists bo- 
cause ‘there aro no spirits,’ the Sectarists because * only demons 
ommunicate’! When doctors differ the patient, must decide, 
case the pationt, the Spiritualist, decides for him- 
- He knows both doctors are wrong. 


è "Tho Chronicle’ correspondence on Spiritualism closed 
ith a useful lottor by Miss H. A. Dallas (Author of * Objections 
i m Answered, prico 1&, post free, 1s. 2d.) in which 
‘attention to the fact that ‘the effect of evidence 
s largely on the attitude of mind of the receiver.’ When 
was an Anglican elergyman he affirmed that “tho 
med, but after he became a Roman Catholic he 
his attitude and adopted the orthodox Catholic point 
h reference to the ' Paychioal Expert's’ assertion 
cations through automatic writing ‘invariably 
nto sinister, blasphemous and obscene suggestions,’ 
i shrowdly remarks; ‘If he moans to apply this 
to the experiences of Mr. Raupert no objection 
one can only express pity for his misfortune in 
h bad influences to contend with, but the manner in 
ntonce is worded would suggest to most readers 
ping condemnation of all automatic communi- 
t is untrue, Of course, evil communications 
os, but many porsons can testify that they have 
hem, that in hundreds of cases (one might say 
1e writings of this sort have been innocent, pure 
I could go further and say that in my own 
have known casos in which psychio experiences 
transforming and very clevating effect on tho 
‘itual outlook, and have boon the means of 
benefloial changes in charactor and life,’ 


Mr, 


win C, Wilson, writing from Letch- 
tualiam had not only proved human 
dlo euriosity, mercenary motives, 
or fanatical credulity, a man invokes 
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tho aid of spirits the law of attraction comes into play, and 
spirits like unto tho inquirer will gather about him —' spirits 
who will lio and deceive, who nre as trencherons and sceptical ns 
himself, and who will fool him to their hearts’ content, , . But 
where the object of spirit communion is an unselfish one, where 
the mind is unprejudiced and the attitude devotional, how 
different ave the existing conditions! I have known sorrow 
nssuaged, bereavement comforted, sickness healed, the foar of 
death and its consequences entirely eradicated and the wonders 
of a spiritual life beyond the grave unfolded in love and tender- 
ness. T have seen marvellous changes wrought in the lives of 
many, changes that have stood for all that is good and useful, 
simply through the influence of those of the departed who, 
having lived good and wholesome lives while on the earth, are 
attracted baek to help those who love them, who minister where 
they are needed and desired and where they can aid in the 
moral and spiritual welfare of those whom they love on earth.’ 


Mr. R. Boddington wrote : ‘Modern Spiritualism represents 
the first attempt to scientifically study and classify phenomena, 
due to spirit agency, which are as old as humanity itself. It is 
an investigative study, the results of which fully justify ita 
claim to be “scientific” because it is based upon facts in Nature, 
Philosophie because it reasons upon the facts and principles of 
Nature. Religious because it deals with man’s nature and 
destiny, his relation to his fellows and his G xl “Spiritualism” 
knows nothing of communion with either legendary angels or 
theology's devils, but claims to have proved by every test human 
ingenuity can devise that human beings—good, bad, or in- 
dillerent —survive the shock of death, retaining their individual 
identity, and that under conditions more or less difficult (but 
which are the constant subject of study) they can, and do, com- 
municate the fact of their life to us.’ 


Some of our Theosophical friends have protested that we 

have been unfair when we have commented on the hostile and 
‘superior’ attitude adopted by Theosophists towards Spirit- 
ualism, and they have denied the accuracy of our information, 
However, that we were not far wrong in our indictment is 
proved by the statemonts made in “The Daily Chronicle’ by 
Kathleen E. Taylor, who said : ‘We are taught in Theosophy to 
* have nothing to do with the phenomena of Spiritualism,” 
Mr. Raupert has spoken the truth in all cases as we know it, 
and he will find his words endorsed in«every Theosophical book 
dealing with the subject.’ From which it would appear that we 
have little to thank Theosophy for and little to expect from 
Theosophists in our fight against materialism and authority. 


Andrew Jackson Davis advocated what he called * harmonial' 
philosophy, the all-round culturo and exercise of every 
faculty and power possessed by man so as to secure the most 
healthy, harmonious and beautiful development of body, mind, 
and spirit in mankind, Me. Ian B. Stoughton Holborn, who 
has been lecturing at Manchester, after a visit to America, is 
reported to have ‘pressed the Greek ideal of the all-round man 
—moral, intellectual and artistie'—and to have compared 
modern and Greek morality to the disadvantage of our modern 
morals, ‘What would posterity think, he asked, "of our 
slums, our 3,000,000 wage-carners with loss than 253, a week, 
our drink bill of £160,000,000 a year, our trusts, combines, 
materialism, Congo and Putumayo atrocities, and white slave 
tralo? Would posterity wrangle for the possession of our tin 
cans as posterity wrangles for the humblest Greek pottery?’ A 
recovery of a sense and love of beauty, he argued, ' would solve 
many problems, Slums would disappear, because they torture 
the iesthetie sense.’ 


tA, S? writing in the ‘Times’ of December 29th, suggests 
that ‘post impressions left on mattor’ may make themselves 
‘perceptible to our senses under favourable conditions,’ and thus 
account for the phenomena of ghosts He offers this as an 
explanation of the hearing of sounds of footsteps along the 
passages and in the bedroom formerly used by an old vicar who 
occupied the house for over forty years, — We can understand a 
psychometrist becoming aware of or perceiving impressions left 
on matter, but the claim that this theory would account for 
authentic cases of audible and visible ghosts who are seen and 
hoard by a number of people, seems to us to be stretching the 
theory to breaking point, Evidently spirit action must not 
be admitted at any cost, `A. S, asserts that if the ghosts were 
iw ‘they would not wear the clothes they wore in life,’ but 
if ‘thoy were etherio memories, they not only would, but must.’ 
But how does ' A. S. know that spirits would not appear in their 
familiar earthly garb? How else could they be recognised ? 


12 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, 


Temperamental Religion. 


Str,—I am again trespassing, as ' Licur’ continually appeals 
to me; its spiritual catholicity (is that the right word ?) 
invites and incites confidence. The older I grow the more 
I realise that the world is largely tenanted by temperamental 
saints and sinners. We need to hold fast the one great fact 
of redeeming love (universal), and then the passing forms will 
not trouble us. There are many devout worshippers in the 
house of Rimmon, and there are unworthy outsiders, asking for 
gentle, comprehensive treatment. Certain souls (apparently 
divinely guided) seem to make straight for the goal, others 
choose circuitous paths, and a tortuous ascent, yet in spite of 
all the ‘rest remaineth ' for the whole creation—the glorious 
‘ peace of God that passeth understanding.'—Yours, &c., 


Sutton. E. P. PRENTICE. 


‘Spirit’ and ‘Soul.’ 

Srn,—I have read in ‘Licut,’ of December 13th, Mr. Gittle- 
son's letter on ‘Spirit’ and ‘Soul,’ and your reference to Dr. 
Hicks’ theory on the subject. Dr. Hicks quotes St. Paul as an 
authority, and gives the words (from Ist Thess.), ‘I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless 
unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ’: but Paul and 
his followers were living in daily expectation of the Second 
Coming of their Master, and rested their belief in a future 
life entirely upon the bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

The Spiritualistic theory I consider more rational, simpler, 
and more easily understood—that the spirit is the divine spark, 
the real self or Ego, that the soul is really the outer covering 
or spirit body which is being built up within each of us, that 
it has grown with our material body, and that this soul body is 
freed along with the spirit or Ego at the change called death, 
that both together are a perfect equipment in every faculty for 
the fullest expression of the spirit’s higher and larger life. 

We are all familiar with the fact that several trustworthy 
clairvoyants have been privileged to watch the soul-body being 
built up over the material body of the ‘dying’ one, and the 
striking resemblance it bears to the form it has just left, only it 
is now a glorified or ethereal body.—Yours, &c., 

“TRUTH-SEEKER.’ 


Are Efficient Speakers and Mediums Needed? 


Sin,—In ‘Liou’ of December 13th there was an important 
letter by Mr. A. V. Peters on the question ' Are Efficient Speakers 
and Mediums Needed ?’ which ought to be the means of arousing 
some of our societies. 

I cannot, however, agree with Mr. Peters where he says that 
‘many join the different societies, but drop out again and drift 
away to Theosophy or Christian Science or join one or other of 
the Liberal Christian Churches.’ We know that many persons 
after becoming connected with our movement turn Theosophists, 
but hardly ever do they drift into Christian Science (which is 
utterly opposed to Spiritualism) or go back to orthodoxy. If 
such cases can be pointed out, then I conclude that such persons 
could not have been convinced Spiritualists or ever have had 
even the most elementary knowledge of our philosophy. 

By all means let societies that are financially able engage 
the best speakers and mediums they can procure, giving full 
remuneration for their services; then we shall hear little of 
‘What is the matter with Spiritualism?’ or of the lapsing of 
members The crux of the whole question is not far to seek. 
Many who call themselves ‘mediums’ are dear, even at 2s. 6d. 
for Sunday services! Such persons do incalculable harm by 
repelling Spiritualists, and making Spiritualism ridiculous to 
those just beginning to be interested and ready to receive the 
truth. To illustrate, I may mention that on a recent Sunday 
evening, at a Spiritualistic service in a crowded hall, a medium 
appeared on the platform, who was announced on the previous 
Sunday as coming for the first time ‘with a great reputation.’ 
This individual asked an audience of nearly two hundred 
people, ‘Is there anyone of the name of John present?’ Such 
I consider a gross insult to a congregation’s intelligence, and all 
owing to the responsible officials not making proper inquiry as 
to the medium’s qualification, and because her services cost little ! 

In this respect I am pleased to learn from Mr. Peter 
Galloway, Vice-President of the Glasgow Association, that their 
society mean to raise the standard of their platform to the 
highest possible level (all praise to them for it), and that 
already this procedure is bearing a rich harvest by the numbers 

« that are being interested and becoming members.—I am, &c., 


‘More Lionr.' 
Edinburgh, December 17th, 1913. : 


CICH Ti. 
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Successful Trumpet Seances at Brighton. 
Srm,—A. series of séances for trumpet phenomena recently 
given here by the Rev. Susanna Harris were of a most satis. 
factory nature. Many of the sitters received indisputable 
evidence of the survival after death of their own loved ones, and 
are willing to give written testimony to this effect if necessary. 
In addition to this, a little light having accidentally pene. 
trated into the séance-room on one occasion, two or three of 
those present (including myself) had the pleasure of seeing one 
of the trumpets being levitated above our heads quite fourteen 
feet from the floor. Feeling that the manifestations we received 
fully established the fact of the continuity of life, and com. 
munion between the dwellers in the spirit-world and us who 
yet function through mortal bodies, I venture to ask for the 
publication of this communication. —Y ours, &c., 
ALFRED Caps, Hon. Sec, 
Brighton Progressive Spiritualists’ Association, 
Windsor Hall (off North-street). 


Little Ilford Society's Poor Children's Fund. 
Sin, —Kindly permit me to make a further appeal on behalf 


of our effort to feed one hundred of the poorest children in this | 


district and provide for each child a warm scarf. It is our first 
effort in social work outside our own movement, and to enable 
us to carry it through successfully we need a little financial 
assistance. Spiritualism teaches the Brotherhood of Man, but 
it availeth nothing unless we endeavour to put our belief into 
practice. I believe we are doing our duty to God in doing our 
duty to our neighbour, for ‘inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me/ 
Donations can be forwarded to Mr. S. S. Noyce (treasurer), 
6, Colvin-road, East Ham, E., or to myself, 
(Mns. ArrcE Jamraon (President). 

11, Sheringbam-avenue, Manor Park, E. 

P.S.—We gratefully acknowledge the following contribu- 
tions: Mrs. Harris, ls. ; Mrs. Long, 6d.; E. L. Boswell-Stone, 
9s. ; * Friends of Croydon Society, 16s. ; ‘A Friend of Holloway 
Society, 2s. 6d. ; J. Osman, 2s. 6d. ; Mrs. Hebron, 6d.; Mrs 
Blackall, 1s.; ‘One who Sympathises,’ 3s. ; Mr. Hooker, 5s. 
Total, £1 14s. 


PROGRESS OF SPIRITUALISM AT ABERDEEN. 

During the last two winters'little or no progress was made at 
Aberdeen, as we were only able to muster an average attendance 
of fifteen persons at our gatherings, but, at the beginning of the 
present winter, we constituted ourselves into a society—the 
Aberdeen Psychological Society—and became affiliated with the 
Scottish Spiritualist Alliance. On alternate Sundays mediums 
from Glasgow and Dundee have visited us, one of ourselves 
coming in between and dealing with the philosophy. Asa result 
our audiences have numbered between fifty and seventy for the 
addresses and between one hundred and thirty and one hundred 
and fifty when clairvoyant descriptions have been given. On Sun- 
day last about two hundred and fifty people assembled to meet 
Mrs. Ogilvie, of Dundee, clairvoyante and trance medium, on her 
second visit, and when we announced that she would pay us a 
return visit on January 18th there was much applause. Aber- 
deen people are generous folk, giving the best of sympathy to 
mediums, and never yet have they failed in their obligations 
financially, but have exceeded expectations, thus justifying the 
forward step which a few earnest workers felt impelled to take 
on behalf of Spiritualism. 

W. H. Exper, President. 
Lilacs, Bieldside, Aberdeenshire. 


A conRESPONDENT of ‘The Morning Post’ reports that a 
minister's wife, who lives not far from Edinburgh, recently fell 
asleep about3 p.m., when sitting in her easy-chair, with her 
nurse by her side. She dreamt that she saw at the west end of 
Princes-street, Edinburgh, her daughter, who attended a school 
there, fall down in the street in front of a carriage and pair of 
horses. ‘The coachman pulled the horses on to their hind legs, 
and at that point she awoke to hear the nurse ask her if she had 
had a nightmare. She narrated her experience. At 6 p.m. the 
daughter returned home, and reported that she had slipped and 
fallen when trying to enter a tram-car and had nearly been run 
over. Her description of her experience tallied exactly with her 
mother's dream-vision at the very time the accident occurred. 

Tue Uxrox or Lonpon SriRITUALISTS will hold its annual 
conference with the Hackney Society at their hall, 240, Amhurst- 
road, Hackney, N.E, on Sunday next, at 7 p.m. Speakers, 
Messrs. G. T. Brown and E. Alcock-Rush. Soloists, Mr. and 
Mrs. Aleock-Rush. The Union will hold its annual conference 
with the Plaistow Society at their hall, Braemar-road, Plaistow, 
E, on Sunday, January 11th, at 7 p.m. Speakers, Mrs. E. 
Pak and Mr. G. Tayler Gwinn, Soloists, Mr. and Mra. Alcock- 
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